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From  Nikolaovsk  on  the  Amur  to  Moscow,  Omsk,  Irkutsk,  Chita, 
Bl&govetshensk,  Yakutsk  Okhotsk,  Kerby,  Alexandrovsk  on  Sakhalin, 
Vladivostok,  Khabarovsk,  Petropavlovsk  on  Kamchatka  to  all,  All,  all. 

'  *  *  •*' 

The  Rod  Artiy  headquarters  of  the  Nikolaovsk  District  while  informing 
all  comrades  about  the  bloody  events  in  connection  with  the  actions  of  the 
Japanese  in  the  town  of  Nikolae’frsk  On  the  Amur,  gives  the  following  de¬ 
tailed  summary  of  the  events  which  makes  clear  without  a  shadow  of  doubt 
the  whole  perfidy  and  felony  of  tile  treacherous  attack  against  the  Soviet 
Red  Army  after  A  conclusion  of  peace  with  them.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  the  siege  of  Nikolaevsk  by  the  Red  Army  and  after  the  capture  of  the 
fortress  Chnyrakh,  which  took  place  in  the  early  days  of  February,  the 
Japanese  tookpart  in  the  fighting  against  the  Reds,  aoting  even  as  the 
main  participants  in  it,  and  direoted  the  white  guards  that  were  under 
their  complete  control.  The  siege  lasted  almost  the  whole  month  and  in 
the  oourse  of  it  the  Red  Army  headquarters  made  proposals  of  peaoe  to  the 
white  guard — Japanese  troops  three  times.  The  Headquarters  pointed  out  to 
them  that  the  Red  Army  was  in  a  position  to  take  the.  town  in  1-2  days,  as 
it  was  in  possession  of  the  fortress -Chnyrakh  with  its  long-range  guns, 
but  that  it  was  unwilling  to  subject  the  town  to  bombardment  and  destruc¬ 
tion,  and  expose  the  inhabitants  to  danger,  and  suggested  therefore  that 
the  town  should  be  surrendered  without  fighting. 

There  was  no  reply  to  our  first  proposal  of  peace  on  the  part  of  the 
Japanese;  and  Sorokin,  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce,  who  was  sent  out  to  them, 
was  killed.  The  second  proposal  of  peace  negotiations  was  made  to  the 
Japanese  through ‘three  bearers  of  a  flag  of  truce,  .two  Chinese  and  a 
Russian,  oomrade  Orlov.  Instead  of  replying  the  Japanese  again  killed  comr. 
Orlov,  our  bearer  of .a  flag  of  truce,  having  put  him  to  the  most  brutal 
torture,’  which  was  established  by  the  international  commission  of  inquiry 
after,  we  had  oaptured  the  town,  which  found  Orlov's  body  and  discovered 
marks  of  a  terrible  torture,  on  it.  Tho  third  proposal  was  made  by  us  only 
after  the  Japanese  handed  to  us  the  declaration  of  general  Shiramidzu, 
commander -in-chief  of  the  Japanese  troops  in  the  Far  East,  which  contained 
an  announcement  about  the  intentions  of  the  Japanese  to  maintain  neutrality 
in  the  future.  The  proposal  was  sent  together  with  the  request  to  illuoi- 
date  certain  items  in  the  declaration,  which  contradicted  one  another  and 
were  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  neutrality.  We  made  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  in  case  they  should  show  stubbornness  we  would  be  obliged  to 
bombard  the  town.  Again  there  wa3  no  reply,  and  only  when  we  started  bom¬ 
barding  the  town',*  which  lasted  a  day,  did  the  Japanese  3end  a  bearor  of  a 
flag  of  truce,  a  Russian  old  peasant.  The  Japanese  took  him  by  force  de¬ 
claring*  "You  will  have  to  die,  all  tho  same",  evidently  they  believed 
that  we,  as’ well  as  they,  would  brutally  kill  the  bearers  of  the  flag  of 
truce.  There  was  no  written  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese,  and  it 
was  only  orally  that  the  messenger  said  that  they  were  rilling  to  start 
pbaoe  negotiations*  The  headquarters  handed  over  their  reply  to  the  mes¬ 
senger,  in  whioh  their  consent  to  tho  opening  of  negotiations  of  peace  with 
the  Japanese  was  expressed,  and  immediately  stopped  military  operations. 


suggesting  to  the  Japanese  that  they  should  send  representatives  to  conduot 
negotiations.  The  Japanese  did  so,  and  the  negotiations  started  on  Feb-  * 
ruary  24.  , 

On  tho  basis  of  general  Shiramidsu's  declaration  a  proposal  was  made 
to  the  Japanese  that  they  should  stop  all  military  operations  against  the 
Soviet  Red  Army  in  Siberia  and  conclude  peace  with  us. 

One  of  the  conditions  for  the  conclusion  of  peace  was  the  suggested 
disarmament  of  the  VThito-guard  detachment  of  Nikolaevsk,  and  the  last  clause 
called  for  the  implementation  of  all  treaty  conditions,  the  handing  over  of 
all  guards  to  our  troops  and  the  taking  over  of  quarters  that  would  be  indi¬ 
cated  to  them.  The  conditions  of  peace  were  aooeptod  by  the  Japanese  and 
3ignod  by  the  representatives  of  Japanese  command,  tho  white  guard,  the 
municipality  and  the  Army. 

On  February  28,  tho  town  was  ocoupied  without  fightings  having  been 
informed  that  friendly  relations  wore  established  between  the  Soviet  and 
the  Japanese  troops,  we  granted  the  Japanese  tho  right  to  mount  guard  within 
the  disposition  of  their  troops  and  offices,  thus  complying  with  their  re¬ 
quest  to  that  effect,  and  excusing  them  from  carrying  out  tho  last  stipula¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty.  Armed  Japaneso  walked  freely  about  the  town.  The 
relations  seemed  to  bo  most  friendly.  All  tho  requests  on  the  part  of  the 
Japanese  about  some  privileges  in  the  matter  of  the  delivery  of  food  stuffs 
to  them  and  so  on  were  promptly  and  willingly  complied  with  by  us;  the 
Japanese  were  also  very  courteous  and  assured  us  of  their  sincere  friend¬ 
ship.  Their  officers  frequently  called  on  us  at  tho  headquarters  and  both 
business  and  friendly  private  talks  were  conducted  on  such  occasions;  the 
officers  declared  themselves  in  sympathy  with  the  Soviet  power,  called 
themselves  bolsheviks,  wore  red  insignia,  promised  to  help  the  Red  Army 
with  their  strength  and  armament  and  everything  in  their  power;  but  later 
on,  it  all  proved  to  be  a  disguise  to  conceal  the  treaohery  that  was  bping 
prepared.  -•  .  •  . 

On  the  face  everything  went  on  all  right.  Two  weeks  had  passed  since 
the  occupation  of  the  town  and  lasting  peaoe  and  order  seemed  to  bo  estab¬ 
lished.  Life  beoame  a  normal,  everyday  routine.  A  provisional  Executive 
Committee  was  formed.  A  town  council  was  elected.  On  March  12  the  regional 
congress  of  the  Soviet  was  to  be  held,  after  the  opening  of  which  the  solemn 
burial  of  the  white  terror  victims  vras  to  take  place;  among  tho  latter  were 
those  who  died  the  death  of.  martyrs  at  the  hands  of  the  Japanese;  our 
bearers  of  tho  flag  of  truce,  comr.  Orlov  and  the  others.  All  the  Soviet 
organisations,  the  population  and  the  Red  Army  were  preparing  for  those 
two  solemn  ocoasions.  After  a  hectic  day’s  work  all  went  to  sleep.  The 
military  units  rested  quietly  in  the  barracks  allotted  to  them,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the.  order  to  report  in  the  morning  at  indicated  quarters  to  take 
part  in  the  funeral  ceremony.  As  usual  the  Japanese  occupied  the  posts  not 
only  hear  the  headquarters  but  at  all  houses  where  the  Japanese  were  living. 
The  Japanese  patrols  relieving  the  guards;  freely  walked  about  the  town,  and 
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our  sentries  didn't  stop  them.  It  appeared  that  the  treaty  of  peaoo  waB 
observed  by  them  as  striotly  as  it  was  observed  by  us,  but  the  Japanese 
were  preparing  to  stab  us  treacherously  in  the  back*  -v 

After  having  ooncludod  peaoo  with  uo  and  frequently  made  declarations 
as  to  the  friendly  feelings  towards  us  the  Japanese  insidiously  and  cunning¬ 
ly  attaoked  the  Red  Army.  All  of  a  sudden  at  3  o’clock  in  the  morning  largo 
Japanese  units  appeared  before  the  building  of  the  Rod  Army  headquarters, 
before  the  public  hall  where  one  of  the  regiments  was  billeted,  before  the 
house,  where  artillery  was  placed  near  the  disposition  of  a  skiers'  detach¬ 
ment  on  the  cathedral  square,  as  well  as  around  ail  Soviet  organizations 
and  regimental  headquarters.  The  main  forces  of  the  Japanese  were  concen¬ 
trated  noar  the  headquarters.  The  ettaok  was  launohod  quite  unexpectedly. 
The  guards  were  killed.  The  building  of  tho  headquarters  happened  to  be 
surrounded  by  a  triple  chain  and  the  Japanese  opened  hurrioane  gun  and 
rifle  fire  upon  it  and  started  throwing  incendiary  bombs  which  set  the 
whole  building  of  tho  headquarters  on  fire.  It  was  only  a  miracle  that 
the  members  of  the  staff,  under  a  heavy  fire,  managed  to  escape  from  tho 
burning  house.  At  tho  same  time  other  buildings  within  the  disposition  of 
tho  units  were  being  firad  upon  and  sot  on  fire.  The  fiendish  plan  of  the 
Japanese  became  clearer.  The  whole  oonmund  was  supposed  to  be  destroyed 
with  a  sudden  blow,  and  the  bewildered  and  confused  Red  Army  rank  and  file 
oould  be  easily  done  away  with  after  that.  At  the  first  moment  this  plan 
seemed  to  be  successful  but  tho  Japanese  had  not  reckoned  with  the  high 
moralb  and.  valour  that  were  uppermost  in  the  Red  Army  of  Workers  and 
Peasants. 

As  soon  sis  the  first  shots  were  heard  guerrilla  fighters  rushed  to  the 
soene  from  everywhere;  putting  on  their  olothee  they  didn't  ask  what  tho 
strength  of  the  enemy  was,  they  only  wondorod  where  the  onemy  was* 

Each  crossing  was  transformed  into  a  trenoh,  oooupied  by  a  few  guer¬ 
rilla  fighters  who,  without  liaison,  without  a  general  command,  singly,  on 
their  own  initiative  began  running  end  attacking  the  energy.  Little  by 
little  separate  groups  joined  eaoh  other.  Whole  districts  united  under  one 
oommand,  and  towards  noon  it  became  obvious  to  the  Japanese  that  their  plan 
had  failed.  Thoy  began  surrendering  ono  point  after  another.  They  tried 
to  oonoentrate,  but  mot  with  resistance  everywhere.  Eaoh  street  was  taken 
by  us  in  heavy  fighting.  Tho  main  Japanese  forces  wore  concentrated  in 
their  consulate,  barracks  and  garrisons  noar  the  Public  Hall,  buildingj  in 
addition  separate  groups  ocoupied  positions  in  all  the  houses  vrherVth® 
Japanese  livod.  All  Jcpanese  civilian  population  took  part  in  tho  attack 
with  arms  in  their  bands,  evidently  aware  of  tho  baseness  of  their 
treacherous  attack,  without  expecting  any  meroy  for  it.  Tho  Japanese  put 
up  a  3tiff  resistance  for  two  dvys.  On  tho  12th  and  13th  fierce  fighting 
was  going  on  and  the  mo6t  important  fortifioations  of  the  Japanese  wore 
taken  one  by  ono. 

On  tho  14th  tho  last  groups  of  the  Japanese  who  had  taken  their  stand 
in  private  houses,  wore  destroyed. 


t 


By  the  evening  of  March  14  everything  was  suppressed,  exoept  a 
Japanese  detachment  in  a  stone  barracks. 

At  that  time  an  order  was  received  from  Khabarovsk  from  General  Yamada 
to  the  commander  of  the  Japaneso  detachment  to  immediately  ceaso  military 
operations  against  the  Soviettroops  and  conclude  truce. 


The  order,  transmitted  by  telegraph  in  tho  Japanese  and  E“£li®h 
languages,  was  promptly  sent  by  us  to  the  Japanese  together  with  their 
interpreter,  who  was  our  prisoner  and  who  brought  tho  reply,  in  which 
their  consent  to  stop  military  operations  and  to  lay  down  arms  was  expressed. 


On  March  15  at  12  the  Japanese  who  wore  in  the  barracks,  fisted  a 
white  flag,  delivered  the  arms  to  us  and  were  received  by  us,  130  in  num 
ber,  and  are  being  kept  as  prisoners  of  war. 


Thus  the  action  has  been  suppressed.  The  losses  suffered  by  the 
Japanese,  due  to  their  stubborn  resistance,  are  very  great.  Those  who 
were  armed  were  almost  all  annihilated. 

Our  lossesi  50  men  killed  and  over  100  wounded.  Our  best  and  self 
less  comrades  perished,  and  due  to  their  staunchness  and  heroism  the  Red 
Army  was  saved  from  a  rout. 


The  Red  Army  headquarters  of  the  Nikolacvsk  district  informs  every¬ 
body  about  the  Japanese  action  in  Nikolaovsk  and,  expressing  its  profound 
indignation  at  the  treachery,  it  urges  the  Russian  and  foreign  workers  tc 
lodge  a  protest  against  the  perfidious,  cunning  notions  of  the  Japanese 
command  in  the  Far  East,  who  contrary  to  general  Shiramidzu  declaration 
about  neutrality  and  contrary  to  tho  treaty  concluded  with  us,  attacked 
us  unexpectedly,  being  fully  aware  that  we  would  not  violate  the  treaty 
and  would  not  allow  an  attack  to  take  place.  He  ask  all  the  towns  to 
advise  us  upon  receiving  this  information  what  the  reaction  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  and  of  tho  Japanese  themselves  wis  to  the  faot  of  another  bloody 
crime,  committed  by  tho  command  of  tho  Japanose  troops  of  intervention  in 

Siberia. 


Commander  of  the  Red  Army  of  tho  Nikolaovsk  District 


J.  Triapytsin 


Acting  Chief  of  Staff  NIKA  LIEBEDEVA  -  KIASHKA 


Copy  made  from  the  original  document  in  the  custody  of  the  Central 
State  Reoords  Office  of  the  Red  Array. 

Stamp  Chief  of  the  Central  State  Record  Office 
of  the  Red  Army  -  Chernelovsky 
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C  E  R 

I,  A. A.  Maurin,  chief  of  the  dooument  room  of  the  Soviet  Division  of 
th*  I.P.S.  of  the  International  Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East,  hereby 
certify  that  I  received  a  photocopy  of  tho  document,  an  article  entitled 
"Events  in  Nikolaevsk  on  the  Amur"  published  in  the  Vladivostok  newspaper 
the  "Nabat"  No.  35  of  March  30,  1920  (on  two  sheets  in  the  Russian  lan¬ 
guage),  on  June  16,  1947  from  the  State  Central  Reoord  Office  of  the  Red 
Army  of  the  U.S.S.R.  where  the  original  of  the  said  document  is  in  custody. 

' 

A.  Maurin 

Chief  of  the  Document  Room 
of  the  Soviot  Division  of  the 
I.P.S. 


Japan,  Tokyo 
June  27 ,  1947 
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